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Measurement 



Rule of Law Index 

• Annual assessment tool to measure adherence to the 

rule of law  

• Original data based on over 100,000 household and 

expert surveys 

• Surveys of the general population provide firsthand 

information on the experiences and perceptions of 

ordinary people when dealing with the government, 

interacting with state bureaucracy, or resolving common 

disputes. 

• 102 countries measured so far 



WJP RULE OF LAW INDEX  
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Source: World Justice Project Rule of Law Index 2015 



Administration of the survey in: Afghanistan 



Administration of the 
survey in: Thailand 



Administration of 
the survey in: 
Honduras 



Administration of the survey in: Nepal 



Administration of the survey in: Morocco 



Administration of the survey in: Indonesia 



Administration of the survey in: Zambia 



Administration of the survey in: Mexico 



Findings from the  
Rule of Law Index 
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Data from the WJP Rule of 
Law Index 2015 

53% Objective 

66% Slow 

59% Expensive 

52% Fair 

% of respondents who think that the 
process was… 

81% Paid a bribe 

48% Received legal 
assistance 

35% 
Of cases took 
more than 1 year 



23% | 27% 
Conflict with contract  

or debt? 

Mechanisms used to solve these conflicts: 

Of those who filed a lawsuit 

Afghanistan 
 

Data from the WJP Rule of 
Law Index 2015 

52% | 56% Objective 

72% | 57% Slow 

55% | 60% Expensive 

50% | 56% Fair 

% of respondents who think that the 
process was… 

Paid a bribe 

Received legal 
assistance 
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Of cases took 
more than 1 year 
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Bolivia Brazil Mexico 

Conflict with contract  or debt? 11% 8% 7% 

Mechanisms used to solve these conflicts 

- Filed a lawsuit 25% 32% 38% 

- Renegotiated 28% 24% 38% 

- Did nothing 37% 24% 21% 

% of respondents who think that the process 

was… 

- Slow 81% 75% 74% 

- Expensive 67% 29% 58% 

- Fair 48% 71% 41% 



Mexico 

2009 2012 2014 

Conflict with contract  or debt? 18% 15% 7% 

Mechanisms used to solve these conflicts 

- Filed a lawsuit 35% 25% 38% 

- Renegotiated 39% 38% 38% 

- Did nothing 13% 20% 21% 

% of respondents who think that the process 

was… 

- Slow 76% 73% 74% 

- Expensive 60% 62% 58% 

- Fair 46% 46% 41% 



Improved Approach  
Coming in 2016 



Types of Disputes 



Resolution Mechanisms 



Experience 



Legal Aid 



62 Countries Scheduled for Fieldwork in Spring 2016 
Afghanistan Kyrgyz Republic

Albania Liberia

Antigua & Barbuda Morocco

Argentina Myanmar

Australia Netherlands

Bahamas Nigeria

Bangladesh Pakistan

Barbados Peru

Belgium Philippines

Bolivia Poland

Botswana Republic of Korea

Bulgaria Romania

Cameroon Russia

China Sierra Leone

Colombia South Africa

Croatia Spain

Dominica St. Kitts & Nevis

Dominican Republic St. Lucia

El Salvador St. Vincent & the Grenadines

France Suriname

Germany Sweden

Ghana Tanzania

Grenada Thailand

Guatemala Trinidad & Tobago

Guyana Turkey

India Uganda

Iran United Kingdom

Japan United States

Jordan Uruguay

Kazakhstan Venezuela

Kenya Zimbabwe



WorldJusticeProject.org 



4.1 Equal treatment and absence of discrimination 

4.2 The right to life and security of the person is effectively guaranteed 

4.3 Due process of law and rights of the accused 

4.4 Freedom of opinion and expression is effectively guaranteed 

4.5 Freedom of belief and religion is effectively guaranteed 

4.6 Freedom from arbitrary interference with privacy is effectively 

guaranteed 

4.7 Freedom of assembly and association is effectively guaranteed 

4.8 Fundamental labor rights are effectively guaranteed 

Factor 4: Fundamental Rights 

5.1 Crime is effectively controlled 

5.2 Civil conflict is effectively limited 

5.3 People do not resort to violence to redress personal grievances 

Factor 5: Order and Security 

6.1 Government regulations are effectively enforced 

6.2 Government regulations are applied and enforced without 

improper influence 

6.3 Administrative proceedings are conducted without  unreasonable 

delay 

6.4 Due process is respected in administrative proceedings 

6.5 The government does not expropriate without lawful process and 

adequate compensation 

Factor 6: Regulatory Enforcement 

1.1 Government powers are effectively limited by the legislature  

1.2 Government powers are effectively limited by the judiciary  

1.3 Government powers are effectively limited by independent 

auditing and review 

1.4 Government officials are sanctioned for misconduct 

1.5 Government powers are subject to non-governmental checks  

1.6 Transition of power is subject to the law 

1.7 Transition of power is subject to the law 

 

 

Factor 1: Constraints on Government Powers 

2.1 Government officials in the executive branch do not use public 

office for private gain 

2.2 Government officials in the judicial branch do not use public office 

for private gain 

2.3 Government officials in the police and the military do not use 

public office for private gain 

2.4 Government officials in the legislative branch do not use public 

office for private gain 

Factor 2: Absence of Corruption 

3.1 Publicized laws and government data 

3.2 Right to information 

3.3 Civic participation 

3.4 Complaint mechanisms 

 Factor 3: Open Government 

7.1 People can access and afford civil justice 

7.2 Civil justice is free of discrimination 

7.3 Civil justice is free of corruption 

7.4 Civil justice is free of improper government influence 

7.5 Civil justice is not subject to unreasonable delay  

7.6 Civil justice is effectively enforced 

7.7 ADR is accessible, impartial, and effective 

Factor 7: Civil Justice 

8.1 Criminal investigation system is effective 

8.2 Criminal adjudication system is timely and effective 

8.3 Correctional system is effective in reducing criminal 

behavior 

8.4 Criminal system is impartial 

8.5 Criminal system is free of corruption 

8.6 Criminal system is free of improper government 

influence 

8.7 Due process of law and rights of the accused 

Factor 8: Criminal Justice 


