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ABOUT THE TAP NETWORK
• Informal coalition of over 300 experts from 190 Civil Society Organizations in over 53 countries

• ≈ 47% of Organizations from Global South/non-OECD countries

• First mobilized around the Open Working Group on SDGs as coalition of CSOs supporting inclusion of a 
standalone goal on Governance

TAP Network Mission Statement

The Transparency, Accountability & Participation (TAP) Network is a broad network of CSOs that works to ensure that open, inclusive, 
accountable, effective governance and peaceful societies are at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, andthat 
civil society are recognized and mobilized as indispensable partners in the design, implementation of and accountability for sustainable 
development policies, at all levels. 

TAP’s vision for the 2030 Agenda is framed by notions of rule-of-law and the TAP principles of transparency, accountability, and citizen 
participation, as well as respect for human rights. The Network is united in the belief that open, inclusive, accountable and effective 
governance and peaceful societies are both outcomes and enablers of sustainable and equitable development. 

TAP’s work also reflects the will and impetus of the millions of citizens from around the world who voted for ‘an honest and responsive 
government’ as one of their top priorities in the My World survey – a theme echoed in consultations with people around the world. 
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A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR NATIONAL LEVEL 

ADVOCACY ON PEACEFUL, JUST AND INCLUSIVE 

SOCIETIES AND ACCOUNTABLE INSTITUTIONS



OBJECTIVES OF TOOLKIT

To help CSOs:

1. Understand the SDGs and Goal 16

2. Put together national-level advocacy strategies around 

Goal 16 issues

3. Work with their governments in planning, 

implementation, follow-up and accountability of Goal 

16

4. Engage with the various international processes
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16.1 significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere

16.2 end abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and torture against children

16.3 promote the rule of law at the national and international levels, and ensure equal access to justice 

for all

16.4 by 2030 significantly reduce illicit financial and arms flows, strengthen recovery and return of stolen 

assets, and combat all forms of organized crime

16.5 substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all its forms

16.6 develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels

16.7 ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making at all levels

16.8 broaden and strengthen the participation of developing countries in the institutions of global 

governance

16.9 by 2030 provide legal identity for all including birth registration

16.10 ensure public access to information and protect fundamental freedoms, in accordance with 

national legislation and international agreements

16.a strengthen relevant national institutions, including through international cooperation, for building 

capacities at all levels, in particular in developing countries, for preventing violence and combating 

terrorism and crime

16.b promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and policies for sustainable development
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16.3. Promote the rule of law 
at the national and 
international levels and 
ensure equal access to 
justice for all: 

SDG Interlinkages: Goal 5 
(gender equality), Goal 10 
(reduce inequalities), Goal 
11 (sustainable cities & 
communities), Goal 17 
(means of  implementation 
& global partnerships)

16b. Promote and enforce non-
discriminatory laws and 
policies for sustainable 
development: 

SDG Interlinkages: Goal 4 
(quality education), Goal 5 
(gender equality), Goal 8 
(sustainable economic 
growth & decent work for 
all),  Goal 10 (reduce 
inequalities), Goal 11 
(sustainable cities & 
communities), Goal 17 
(means of implementation 
& global partnerships)

INTERLINKAGES WITH OTHER GOALS
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Which Goal 16 targets 
are/are not being 
addressed ambitiously 
in your national context?

Who is already working to 
address these gaps and 
how are they doing this?

Closing these gaps will be 
the aim of your advocacy 
efforts going forward.

WHO TO WORK WITH AND WHY: GAP ANALYSIS
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TARGETS AND PARTNERS: A STAKEHOLDER ANALYSIS
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Who are involved in, influence or 

care about the issue you 

work on?

How should you target and work 

with each of these 

stakeholders in your 

advocacy? 

Influencing these Stakeholders 

will be the aim of your 

advocacy efforts going 

forward. 



WHO TO INCLUDE IN NATIONAL STAKEHOLDER 

MAPPING?

 Government: Executive (cabinet, ministers, inter-

ministerial committees), legislature, law and justice 

institutions

 Sub-national governments: local governments

 Independent actors: accountability institutions, civil 

society, community based organisations, media
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PLANNING YOUR ADVOCACY
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ADVOCACY MESSAGES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Tools to raise awareness about agenda 2030 and G16

 The Advocacy Toolkit: Influencing the Post-

2015 Development Agenda

 Engaging with the Media: A Companion to 

the Advocacy Toolkit for Influencing the 

Post-2015
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DEFINING ADVOCACY MESSAGES
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WHERE AND HOW TO ENGAGE?       

SDG Policy coordination mechanisms

 Interministerial SDGs Working Groups

 National Sustainable Development Councils

 Individual coordination mechanisms for each SDG? 

Sub-national Governments

 May be unaware of specifics of Agenda 2030 and G16

Provide Input into SDG Implementation Plans, hopefully coordinated 

by the above mechanisms
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SUPPORTING THE 

GOVERNMENT’S EFFORTS

CORE GOVERNMENT functions

Sectoral Ministries / statutory bodies

Local government
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DRAFTING OR AMENDING LAWS 
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HOW TO WORK WITH LEGISLATORS?
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CASE STUDY – STRATEGIC LITIGATION
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ENGAGING IN NATIONAL LEVEL FOLLOW UP 

PROCESSES

The role of civil society in follow up 

and monitoring 
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CITIZEN GENERATE DATA – A CASE STUDY
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TARGETS AND PARTNERS

UNCTs, UNDP and 

others

World Bank,  IMF, WTO, 

regional development 

banks

AU, EU, OAS, ASEAN, 

UN Regional 

Commissions

Development 

partners: 

governments, private 

sector and 

philanthropic 

organisations

International NGO 

coalitions/initiatives
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MULTILATERAL PROCESSES – THE HLPF

 The role of the HLPF and how to engage

 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
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• For further details, contact TAP 
Network Coordinator John 
Romano at romano@wfuna.org

• www.tapnetwork2030.org/goal16 

• @TAPNetwork2030


